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Please Join Us 
2021-2022 Season Begins October 1st

A Hybrid Season of Great Speakers 
DR. NGOZI EZIKE 
Director of Illinois Department 
of Public Health 
• October 1, 2021 
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Chicago Tribune Columnist
• November 5, 2021 
BARBARA MAHANY 
Journalist, essayist, &  
collector of stories 
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Hello Friends, 

One of the board members of the First Friday 
Club of Chicago characterized the monthly 
speaker events as “edifying.” I agree, and it is 
one of the reasons I am honored to serve as 
president of this organization. For 36 years, 
FFCC has remained true to its mission to pro-
vide a forum for men and women to make a 
connection between work, faith, values, and is-
sues that affect our daily lives. Even in the midst 
of the pandemic, we heard, albeit virtually, from 
an exceptional group including: Father James 
Martin, Eboo Patel, Carol Marin and Mary Ann 
Ahern, Cardinal Wilton Gregory, and so many 
more. We continue our tradition of extraordinary 
speakers by kicking off this season on Friday, 
October 1st with Dr. Ngozi Ezike, Director of the 
Illinois Department of Public Health. Dr. Ezike 
will be appearing LIVE in a Zoom webinar, with 
a chance for audience participation.  

While we hope to meet in person during the 
2021-2022 season, we will continue presenting 
you with thoughtful, inspiring speakers, whatev-
er our format. If you’ve missed one of our out-
standing speakers or would simply like to listen 
again, go to the website and click on Podcasts, 

where you will find a collection of podcasts from 
the last several years. 

Please continue to connect with our organiza-
tion. Join us for a live Zoom webinar, where you 
can send in your questions to the host. If we are 
able to return to in-person events, meet us for 
lunch at the Union League Club. Check out our 
podcasts for speakers you’ve missed or would 
like to hear again. I also ask that you continue to 
invite friends, neighbors, colleagues, family 
members and anyone who might appreciate the 
“edifying” experience of participating in these 
events. And I humbly ask that you consider sup-
porting this organization with a financial gift. You 
may do so online. Go to the website, choose the 
amount of your gift, and complete your transac-
tion in minutes. Your support is needed now 
more than ever as we continue to navigate 
these difficult times while incurring all of the 
costs required to maintain our programming. 

Thank you again for your part in the great suc-
cess of the First Friday Club of Chicago. I look 
forward to being with each of you, whether in 
person or virtually, over the course of the next 
year. 

Sincerely, 

Maureen Murphy 
Board President, First Friday Club of Chicago 

  Welcome!

MAUREEN MURPHY 
President, FFCC Board
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Here we go again. When we gather on October 
1, 2021, we will begin the 36th season of the 
First Friday Club of Chicago. Over all those 
years, we’ve been provided some “food for 
thought” by a menu of remarkable First Friday 
speakers coming from the Chicago area and be-
yond. These speakers are representative of the 
vast arenas of life with which we interface with 
on a regular basis.  

To view for the first time or refresh your memory 
of the list of past speakers and topics, go to first-
fridayclubchicago.org/past-speakers.  

The First Friday Club Board has been busy de-
veloping its list of speakers for the 2021-2022 
season. Our hope was to have an in-person sea-
son at the Union League Club, beginning Octo-
ber 1st. However, with the Delta variant gaining 
momentum, the first speaker of the season, Dr. 
Ngozi Ezike, Director of the Illinois Department of 
Public Health will not be presenting at the Union 
League Club. Instead, she will come to you LIVE 
via our Zoom webinar format.  

The First Friday Club’s board will continue to as-
sess the Covid-19 risks and provide updates via 
the weekly e-blasts as to “where and how” the 
remaining scheduled speakers will present. 

Regardless of “how” we gather for Dr. Ezike’s 
presentation, you don’t want to miss this conver-
sation. She will share her own personal story as 
a daily media fixture during the darkest days of 
the Covid-19 lockdown. We were lucky, then and 
now, to have such a competent physician keep-
ing us focused on personal and social health dur-
ing a very difficult time. And unfortunately, we 
need to look to her again as Covid-19 is reap-
pearing with renewed intensity. 

The October 1st live webinar format, via the Q & 
A function, will allow you to thank her for the hard 
work, leadership, and hope which she communi-
cated to us almost on a daily basis during those 
quarantined days of 2020 and 2021. 

The board and I believe there is continued value 
in having an important speaker presentation on 
the first Friday of the month, running October 
through May.  And as we found out last season, it 
doesn’t matter how we stay connected. We do, 
however, need your support through member-
ships, which will go a long way to keep this suc-
cessful event called the First Friday Club alive 
and doing well. 

I still have hope of returning to the Union League 
Club later this season. In the meantime, though, 
as we begin our 36th Season, please gather with 
us via our Live Zoom webinar on Friday, October 
1st at 12 noon.  

Stay well & God bless, 

Fr. John Cusick  
Chaplain, First Friday Club of Chicago

A Note from the  
First Friday Club Chaplain 

FR. JOHN C. CUSICK 
FFCC Chaplain

http://firstfridayclubchicago.org/past-speakers
http://firstfridayclubchicago.org/past-speakers
http://firstfridayclubchicago.org/past-speakers
http://firstfridayclubchicago.org/past-speakers


 

What Just Happened? 
“Thelma & Louise” stop by the First Friday Club to discuss 

events surrounding the November 2020 Election

 2020-2021 
 Highlights from our 35th Season

Mary Ann Ahern & Carol Marin | November 6, 2020

Only th ree 
d a y s h a d 
passed since 
one of our 
c o u n t r y ’ s 

most tumultuous presidential elections in history.  
Remember, we still didn’t know who the actual 
winner was, as many ballots in a number of 
states remained uncounted. 

Into the breach on Friday, November 6 stepped 
Carol Marin and Mary Ann Ahern,  political re-
porters for NBC Chicago.  Colleagues, friends, 
and giants 
of Chicago 
journalism, 
the pair are 
sometimes 
also known 
as Thelma 
and Louise, 
a nickname 
they were given by Barack Obama’s press secre-
tary (and not as a compliment).  They appeared 
live on Zoom with the First Friday Club, moderat-
ed by Mike Cahill, to discuss the outcomes of 
state and national races and to field audience 
questions.  The presentation was presciently ti-
tled, “What Just Happened?”  

Coincidentally, November 6 was also the day 
Carol Marin was retiring from NBC Chicago, so 
the FFC audience was doubly honored by her 
appearance on her last day of work.  

In their wide-ranging discussion, Ahern and 
Marin addressed: 

■ The defeat of Governor J.B. Pritzker’s 
graduated income tax amendment, which 
Marin claimed sprang from the public’s 
deep distrust of Illinois politicians, with 
perhaps a side dish of dislike for Mike 
Madigan. 

■ The re-election of controversial State’s At-
torney Kim Foxx, after getting herself and 
her office entangled in the Jussie Smollett 
affair.  

■ The outcomes of several state Congres-
sional races, such as Sean Casten’s re-
election, and Jim Oberweis’s early claim 
that he had defeated Lauren Underwood 
(Underwood ended up winning, however). 

■ The interesting fact of Fox News being the 
first network to call Arizona for Biden, 
bringing much heat down on them from 
the political right. 

■ With presidential election still hanging in 
the balance, Marin said, “I think there is a 
huge and growing investment on the part 
of Republicans and Democrats to find a 
tally and put an end to this…. The whole 
world is watching.”   

The pair [Ahern & Marin] are 
sometimes also known as 
Thelma and Louise, a nickname 
they were given by Barack 
Obama’s press secretary (and 
not as a compliment).



 

Mary Ann Ahern & Carol Marin | Continued

 2020-2021 
 Highlights continued

■ A question from Father John Cusick 
about whether there might be any people 
willing to stand shoulder to shoulder to 
address the deep divisions in the country.  
While Ahern rejected any false optimism 
and mentioned divisions even in her own 
family, she said that any progress would 
come down to individual responsibility to 
call out lies when they hear lies. 

■ Several audience-member questions, in-
cluding “To what extent do you think our 
national divisions are rooted in racial hos-
tility and resentment?” and another about 
the trend of some non-Cuban Hispanics 
turning out for Trump.  

■ The possibility of new young leadership in 
Illinois politics.  While Marin mentioned 

the enduring fraternity house vibe of 
Springfield, both journalists also  noted 
the presence of smart young legislators, 
both women and men, waiting for an op-
portunity to lead. 

Ahern paid a touching tribute to her mentor 
Marin, calling it “the honor of a lifetime to have 
shared this beat with Carol Marin.”   

“Oh, stop it!” said Marin with a smile, who said 
what a privilege it had been to work with her 
longtime friend.   

Submitted by  
FFCC Board Member  
Catherine O’Connell-Cahill      

NOW PLAYING 
A First Friday Video Conversation with 
Mary Ann Ahern & Carol Marin  
ALL 2020-21 WEBINAR VIDEOS 
ARE AVAILABLE 
ANYTIME & ANYWHERE 
ON THE FIRST FRIDAY WEBSITE @ 
firstfridayclubchicago.org/ffcc-videos 

GRAB SOME POPCORN & ENJOY! 

https://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/ffcc-videos
https://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/ffcc-videos


 

Rabbis Evan and 
Ari Moffic, married 
and parents of two 
children, joined the 
First Friday Club 
live via Zoom in 
April. They shared 
their insight on the 
relevance of faith 
and religious tradi-
tions which have 
been the common 
thread of worship 
shared by many 
religious groups 
and generations of 
families. 

Address ing th i s 
complex topic, Evan and Ari drew on their exten-
sive work with interfaith families who have been 
challenged to find a common de-
nominator between two different 
religions while keeping their faith 
and traditions alive.  

Rabbi Evan Moffic is the rabbi and 
spiritual leader of Congregation Solel in Highland 
Park, Illinois, with a strong commitment to inter-
faith families. Rabbi Ari Moffic is a rabbi-educator 
who partners with families to inspire learners of 
all ages and backgrounds to incorporate Judaism 
into their lives. Ari is currently the Director of 
Congregational Learning at Temple Beth-El in 
Northbrook, Illinois. 

When asked what initially sparked an interest 
with interfaith work, Ari said that while in rabbinic 
studies, she participated in a wedding ceremony 
of an interfaith couple, offering them a blessing.  
As for Evan, while working with two Christian 
faith communities during his tenure at Chicago 
Sinai Congregation, he realized the richness and 
challenges shared by all faith groups. 

The couple went on to further discuss the in-
creasingly diverse and secular world in which we 
live. Change is ever rampant and rapid, impact-
ing our faith lives, families, communities, and 
houses of worship. Our definitions of faith, reli-
gion, and worship have changed, thus reshaping 
our faith and religious traditions.  

For instance, what does it mean today to be reli-
gious and spiritual? In the case of those who 
check the “none” box when asked for their reli-
gious affiliation, they attribute themselves as spir-

i tua l ye t no t 
necessarily tied 
to a particular 
faith tradition 
a n d / o r f a i t h 
c o m m u n i t y . 

However, it’s important to note that we are all 
born with and develop an inner need for connec-
tion, community, and meaning in our lives. We 
want to belong to something larger than our-
selves. Which brings us back to why faith tradi-
tions in the past have been the answer to this 
quest. But in an increasingly secular society, our 
sources go beyond faith and religious traditions. 

Faith and Religious Traditions:  
Will They Be Relevant to Future Generations?  

 2020-2021 
 Highlights continued

“Less than 50% of Americans are affiliated 
with any kind of religious organization …”

Rabbis Evan & Ari Moffic | April 9, 2021



  2020-2021 
 Highlights continued

Discussion continued, with the Moffics providing 
suggestions to help better understand another 
person’s faith journey, especially when it involves 
a different religion from your own.  

• Explore through the following reading materi-
al: Being Both: Embracing Two Religions 
in One Interfaith Family by Susan Katz 
Miller (Beacon Press, 2013), a story which 
provides a benchmark of one family’s inter-
faith journey.  

• Face the fear and threat of another religion by 
exploring another faith tradition on an official 
online site and/or by attending a study group, 
worship service, or social/cultural event. En-
gage in conversation with a member of an-
other faith through interfaith events like First 
Friday Club, and keep an open mind (the aim 
is not necessarily to leave your own faith tra-
dition). 

• When a family member no longer wants to 
participate in a faith tradition, engage in con-
versations by exploring what’s at issue. Be 
open to understanding how the family mem-
ber is searching for and/or engaging in his 
own meaning of life and sense of community. 
Explain the importance and meaning of the 
rituals/practices of your own faith tradition 
while remembering that forcing a family 
member to participate in your traditions usual-
ly does not end well. 

From the comments received after this presenta-
tion, it’s clear that more conversation is needed 
on this topic. The Moffics not only engaged our 
minds and hearts, but they addressed and made 
connections between work, faith, values and is-
sues that affect our daily lives and our faith.  

Submitted by  
FFCC Board Member  
Terrill L. Stumpf, PhD, MDiv, CHPV 

Rabbis Evan & Ari Moffic | Continued

A First Friday Video Conversation with  
Rabbis Evan & Ari Moffic 
TO VIEW THE MOFFIC VIDEO, GO TO 
THE FOLLOWING LINK: 
firstfridayclubchicago.org/ffcc-videos

https://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/ffcc-videos
https://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/ffcc-videos
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 Highlights continued

Fr. James Martin, S.J. |	May 7, 2021

Even though 
Jesuit Father 
James Martin  
was writing a 
book about Je-
sus, he didn’t 
really want to 
go to the Holy 

Land. He thought it might be touristy. It might ruin 
the images in his mind’s eye of the Gospel 
places where Jesus walked. 
  
Boy, was he ever wrong. 
  
Father Martin appeared on Zoom with the First 
Friday Club on May 7, 2021 to talk about his best 
selling book, Jesus: A Pilgrimage.  Moderated by 
Mike and Cathy O’Connell-Cahill, the Zoom dis-
cussion “smashed” the First Friday Club record 
by attracting more than 500 audience members. 
  
Martin began by describing his quixotic search 
for the Bay of Parables, where Jesus preached 
from a boat along the Sea of Galilee.  (“Never 
heard of it!” said many of the people he asked on 
his first trip to the Holy Land, but Martin was un-
deterred.)  When he finally found it, what did he 
see?  Rocky ground, thorns, and fertile ground.  
Sound familiar?  Right out of Jesus’ parable of 
the sower. This discovery helped Martin realize 
that oftentimes something we don’t “get” in the 
gospels has a real-life explanation we just don’t 
realize.  

  
“When Jesus was preaching his parables,” says 
Martin, “he was not preaching about things in 
general, or about theories or concepts, like 
‘Imagine these people are like rocks,’ or ‘Imagine 
these people are like thorns.’” Instead, Jesus 
was preaching about things right in front of him. 
 “He probably said, ‘Those people are like those 
thorns right behind you,’ and the people turned 
around.… It grounded Jesus in a way I never 
could have imagined, and reminded me again 
how Jesus is fully human and fully divine…. He 
lived in a particular time and place.” 

Martin says that for him, the most meaningful 
place in the Holy Land was the Sea of Galilee: 
not only for its great beauty but also for the as-
tounding realization that Jesus was actually 
there, that he saw the same things people see 
today.  He says that many pilgrims tell him that 
while they knew the gospel stories set near the 
Sea of Galilee, it had always seemed “like a fairy 
tale, a mythical place.”  And then suddenly, there 
it is, in front of them.  “It’s kind of shocking, and it 
takes a while to process it,” says Martin.  “It’s re-
ally important to me in a way that I can’t really 
even articulate.”  

In response to a question about the church’s 
treatment of LGBT Catholics, a topic about which

Back to the Future: 
How a Visit to the Places Where Jesus Lived,  

Taught & Prayed Changed Everything 



 

Martin has often written and spoken, Martin 
pointed to Jesus’ response to the Roman centu-
rion, who comes to ask Jesus to heal his ser-
vant. This was a man on the margins, says Mar-
tin—not a Jew, he doesn’t even believe in God.  
Yet Jesus “listens to him, encounters him, does 
a great favor for him, and then he praises his 
faith.”  So, says Martin, “this is how Jesus treats 
people on the margins, with respect and com-
passion and sensitivity. And this is the way we 
should be treating people on the margins.  So 

the gospel stories tell us how we should be 
treating LGBT people.” 

”I would never say this about any retreat or any-
thing else, but going to the Holy Land will 
change your life,” says Martin. “When you un-
derstand the geography better, you understand 
the story better…. Someone said to me … it’s 
like knowing a good friend of yours. You know 
him well, but you’ll know him better when you go 
to his house where he grew up. You just will.”  

 2020-2021 
 Highlights continued

Fr. James Martin, S.J. |	Continued

A First Friday Video Conversation  
with Fr. James Martin, S.J. 

TO VIEW THE MARTIN VIDEO,  
GO TO THE FOLLOWING LINK: 

firstfridayclubchicago.org/ffcc-videos

Submitted by  
FFCC Board Member  
Catherine O’Connell-Cahill

https://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/ffcc-videos
https://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/ffcc-videos


  Rich Beddome | Looking Back & Moving Forward  
  Rich Beddome, former board president, reflects on First Friday, the pandemic, & hidden graces 

On July 1st, I handed “the President's gavel” to 
the First Friday Club’s new President, Maureen 
Murphy. Maureen is the perfect candidate to 
lead the Club forward as we begin our 36th sea-
son on October 1, 2021. 

Maureen is a capable individual who you’ve al-
ready met on two of our streaming luncheons 
this past year.  She was the host and moderator 
for our opening speaker, Charles Matthews, at 
the start of this past season in October 2020.  
Then in February, she stepped up again to 
moderate the program with our speaker Richard 
Moore, who joined us remotely from Ireland. 

When the former FFC President Paul Gillespie 
handed me “the President's gavel” in 2016, the 
world was a very different place. The club also 
operated quite differently than it did this past 
season. 

What hasn’t changed is First Friday’s core mis-
sion statement. For over 35 years, the executive 
board has aimed to showcase speakers who will 
relate their experiences in the fields of religion, 
politics, media, business, and public service in a 
way that helps us to make connections between 

our work, faith, and the issues of the day. This, 
we believe, is the reason for our continued suc-
cess. 

There is an old saying that wherever you spend 
your time and money, is where your heart is.  If 
that’s the case, many of you, our dedicated 
members, have continued to share your hearts 
with us.  Despite this pandemic, which resulted 
in the cancellation of in-person luncheons at the 
beautiful Union League Club where friends and 
co-workers could gather, you were loyal atten-
dees and supporters of our First Friday video 
conversations. Any uncertainties the board had 
regarding a live webinar format quickly dissipat-
ed when registration for events met or exceeded 
our average luncheon attendance numbers! 
Your participation is a vote of confidence and 
confirms the continued need for people of faith 
to share their values. It’s also a sign of hope in 
difficult times. Thank you for staying connected! 

As we move into the new season, Father John 
Cusick will continue in his role as Chaplain of 
the Club (since 1986), along with Judy Murphy 
as our administrator.  As for me, I’m not leaving 
the board just yet! I will step into the role of trea-
surer, which was held by Judy Josephs for well 
over 30 years. (See article about Judy Josephs 
below.) 

Judy has been and continues to be one of First 
Friday’s biggest supporters and has dedicated 
many hours to the club. Judy will no longer 
serve on the board, but will continue as “trea-
surer emeritus,” lending her years of wisdom 
when needed. Thank you, Judy, for your many 
years of dedicated service!  

Richard Beddome 
Former President, FFCC Board



 

Treasurer Emeritus: Judy Josephs

It’s been an honor and privilege to have served 
as the Club President, and I’m grateful for the 
support and devotion of our distinguished mem-
bers of the Board of Directors. 

Take care, stay well, and I look forward to see-
ing everyone soon! 

Sincerely, 

Rich Beddome 

  
 Rich Beddome continued

First Friday’s treasurer and board member Judy Josephs 
has “retired” after serving the club for over 33 years. Tak-
ing her place will be Rich Beddome, past president of the 

board. Like Judy, Rich has an accounting background but 
readily admits that Judy leaves behind some big shoes to fill. 

During her long tenure on the board, Judy not only provided the club with a wealth of ac-
counting experience but spent countless hours filling in before, during, and after the many 
speaker luncheons. Her connection to the club started back in 1987, when she received a 
simple invitation to attend a First Friday luncheon as Fr. John Cusick’s guest. This intro-
duction would connect her to other volunteers, with whom she found lifelong friendships. It 
was also a catalyst which formed Judy into First Friday’s biggest supporter. Judy has 
been and will always be a true ambassador for the First Friday Club of Chicago.  

Thank you,Judy, for your gift of time and talent! 



 

		Membership List I 2020-2021
SPONSOR 
Donation of $250 or more 
Anonymous  
Rich & Marianne Beddome 
Eva Bernacki 
Catherine Brokenshire 
The Honorable Anne M. Burke 
Jean Carey 
Frederick & Julie Engler 
Ed Evert 
Robert M. Fitzgerald 
Mary Pat & John Fontana 
Kenneth & Nancy Gillis Fund 
Gertrude Johnson 
Judy & Dan Josephs 
Michael & Patti Kremin 
Rosemary & Stephen Mack 
Judith & Robert MacNamara 
Laura & Thomas Mallin 
Ed Mueller Family Fund 
Maureen Murphy 
Tom Neitzke, S.J. 
Jeanne O'Reilly-Jersey 
Lisa Parker 
Roseanne Rosenthal 
Rosemary Schnell 
Anne & Jack Shea 
Lawrence Spieth 
Susan Stelter 
Terrill L. Stumpf 
Lisa Sullivan 
Michael Thompson 
John Weiss 
Joyce & Henry Wisniewski

BENEFACTOR 
Donation of $150 - $249 
Rose Ann & Ned Anschuetz 
Marilyn Cahill 
Jeanne Casey 
Daniel Creed 
Robert Curley 
Michael Dessimoz 
Pamela Duke 

Eileen Durkin 
Vicki Fahey 
Joan Gazdic 
Mark Gibson 
Mary Jo Graf 
Judith Graf 
Eileen Harakal 
Thomas Humes 
John Iberle 
Mary Josephs 
Ernest Kaminski 
Mary Clare Loftus 
William Lynch 
William Mack 
Barbara Norrish 
Michael & Catherine  
O'Connell-Cahill 
Kathy & Norm Pater 
Joe & Peggy Pecoraro 
William Raleigh 
George Rodosky 
Peggy Roth 
Michael & Marcia Schumacher 
James Stoik 
Mary Weinheimer 
John Yast 

SUPPORTER 
Donation of $125 - $149 
Mary Blythe 
Joanne Driscoll 
Nanne & Jerry Finis 
Frank Kiley 
David Kovacs 
Ann Krilcich 
Alyce Miller 
Fr. Bill Moriarity 
Mary Ellen O'Donnell 
Jeanne Plunkett 
Rose Ratcliff 
Sue Suchy 
Janice Urban 
Lawton Warzala 

PATRON 
Donations of $75 - $124 
Patricia Ahern 
Judith Aiello 
John Ambrogi 
Patrick Barrett 
Tianne Bataille 
Roger Becker 
Beatrice Benesh 
Jacqueline Brennan 
Ken Brucks 
Margaret Burke 
Mary Anne & Phil Chapleau 
Susan & Joseph Coughlin 
Barbara Coy 
Thomas Cunningham 
Pamela Curtin 
Kathleen Dietlin 
Mary Laura Durkin 
Ellen Dybala 
Mary G. Fitzpatrick 
Kathy Gaber 
Suzanne Geraty 
Kathleen Giamalva 
Joan Giardina 
James Glasgow 
Laima Grygiel 
Susan & Gary Heitsch 
Michael Hobbs 
Irene Horst 
Cathy Jennings 
Daniel Johnston 
Karen Jones 
Chad Kalecki 
Mary Kelley 
Ann Kreminski 
Eileen Lyons 
Elizabeth Marek 
Lisa Ann Marek 
Kathleen McEntee 
Ed & Gerry McKeown 
Julie Montague 
Gerald & Mary Anne Moriarity 
Lesie Morse 
Terry Mostrom 



 

		Membership List I 2020-2021

PATRON Continued 
Donation of $75 - $124 
Shaka Rawls 
Carrie Roca-Dawson 
Sarah Russell 
Mary D. Shaughnessy 
Timothy Shaughnessy 
John Siegel 
Cathy Sorice 
Marjorie Stephan 
Thomas & Kathleen Stokes 
Dee Tevonian 
Madelyn Townsley 
Mary Ulinski 
James Viola 
Roxanne Wallace 
Paula Waters 
Kathleen Westberg 
Maureen White Matthews 
Kathryn Williams 

MEMBER 
Donation of $50 - $74 
Mary Alberts 
Carol Apel 
Cathy Badeusz 
Kathleen Barrett 
Mary Barrett 
Jeanne Bishop 
Jennifer Boyle 
Patricia Bringaze 
Mark Brummel 
Richard Carr 
Ann Joyce Crement 
Mary Davis 
Barbara Dolan 
Jerome & Joan Duffy 
Diane Dunne 
Julie Emms 
Laura Evans 
Stephen Fatum 
Janice Fodor 
Martha Forsyth 
Tim Fox 

William Fraher 
Jay Franke 
Geraldine Gainer 
Maureen Gannon 
Dolores Garramone 
Patricia Garrity 
John Gavin 
Madelyn Gawne 
Mary & Tom Gibbons 
Eugene Giudice 
Theresa Glatzhofter 
Sharon Granskog 
Kathleen Haggerty 
Mary Pat Hamilton 
Kathleen Hart 
Michael Heaton 
Sylvia Hourihane 
John Ivers 
John Jenkins 
Gregory Johnson 
Kathleen Jones 
Maureen Kurcz 
Sharon Lindstrom 
Michael LoVallo 
Lucy Lubinsky 
David Mann 
Maureen Marthaler 
Henry Mawicke 
Margaret McCarthy 
Molly McCarthy 
Julie Ann McGrath 
Lynn McGuire 
Debra Mellinger 
Pamela Mikulec 
Corinne Morrissey 
Gerry Pitzaferro 
Joan Powers 
Audrey Quinn 
Muriel Rooney 
John Scully, Jr. 
Ellen Shannon 
Nancy Stern 
William Strotman 
Jan Strzalka 
Denise Szabla 

Mary Thonn 
Kay Thurn 
DePaul University 
Mary Wallace 
Elizabeth Wersells 
Gwen Yant 

FRIENDS 
Donation of $49 or under 
Janet Andrews 
Marilyn Antonik 
Kurt Austin 
Joan Balthazar 
Virginia Barr 
Virginia Benen 
Margaret Benson 
Marianne Bestler 
Mary Ellen Bleeden 
Mary Clare Brady 
Eileen Brady 
Barbara Burkhardt 
John Bush 
Susan Calandra 
Joanne Carlson 
Susan Carsello 
Pamela Coster 
Marilyn Curran 
Richard Danaher 
Patricia Davoren 
Elise Dite 
Margaret Doyle 
Mary Doyle 
Barbara M. Dubbs 
Donna Egan 
Thomas Fox 
Catherine Frink 
Earl Frye 
Mary Funchion 
Kevin Gallagher 
Joan Garrity 
Sandra Gates 
Christine Grinslade 
Carmen Gross 
Diane Harken 



 

		Membership List I 2020-2021

FRIENDS Continued 
Donation of $49 or under 
Jacqueline Hayes 
Kathleen Jacobs 
Annika Jaspers 
Mary Johnson 
Marian Jones 
Shannon Kelly 
Elizabeth Kennedy 
Mariann Kerley 
Archibald King 
Ron Kochman 
Anne Kodama 
Thomas Kramer 
Alex Krupa 
Maureen Kuhn 
Marilyn Lawler 
Mary Jo Lehnhausen 
Maureen Lucore 
Virginia Lyons 
Barbara MacGinnitie 
Christine Martin 
Mary Sue McChesney 
Mary McDermott 
Mary Ellen McGreevey 
Teresa McLaughlin 
Thomas Muldoon 
Judy Murphy 
Joanne Murray 
Thomas Murray 
Michael Nelson 
Stacey & Tom Newman 
Louise Nora 
Roger O’Brien 

Terrance Olson 
Marianne O'Shaughnessy 
Maureen O'Shea 
Linda Palazzo 
Margaret Palmasani 
Michael Palmer 
Kathleen Perry 
Janet Petrillo 
Kristine Prugh 
Edmund Quartullo 
Kathleen Randolph 
Sally Roethle 
Deanne Roggekamp 
Janet Rosenberg 
Bernie Ryan-Spiewak 
Cecelia Samans 
Elizabeth Samuels 
John Sattler 
Mary Ann Savage 
Christy Schmitt 
Margaret Sevening 
Terrence Sheridan 
Margaret Shreve 
Patricia M. Slawniak 
Jacilyn Spuhler 
Linda St.Clair 
John Stephens 
James Sullivan 
Harry Thomas 
Jay Tremblay 
Patti Trepkowski 
Stephen VanderVoort 
Julianne Voelker 
Joann Weber 
Jeri & Sue Welty 

Thank You For Your Generous Support in Bridging the Gap in 2020-2021



  2021-2022 
 Meet the Board!

Listen 
For the First time Or Hear Again 

Get Reacquainted with  

Past Speakers 
From FFCC Luncheons 

Go To   
firstfridayclubchicago.org/pod-

cast 

Tune In!

First Friday Club of Chicago 

Podcasts

First Friday Club of Chicago 
2021-2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT 
Maureen Murphy 

CHAPLAIN 
Rev. John C. Cusick 

ADMINISTRATOR 
Judy Murphy 

TREASURER 
Richard Beddome 

DIRECTORS 
Dr. Rose Ann Anschuetz 
Catherine Brokenshire 
Michael Cahill 

Catherine O’Connell-Cahill 
David Dault 
Mary Jo Graf 
Tim Lankford 
Chuck Murphy 
Lisa Parker 
Shaka Rawls 
Carrie Roca-Dawson  
Dr. Roseanne Rosenthal 
Dr. Terrill L. Stumpf 

http://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/podcast
http://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/podcast
http://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/podcast
http://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/podcast


 
 Get Connected &  
 Stay Connected with FFCC

THE MISSION OF 
THE FIRST  

FRIDAY CLUB  
OF CHICAGO 

To Provide a Forum for Men & Women 
to Make Connections between Work, 
Faith, Values, & Issues that Affect 
Their Daily Lives.

The Mission of the First Friday Club of Chicago 
is to provide a forum for men and women to 
make connections between work, faith, values, 
and issues that affect their daily lives. First Fri-
day will be connecting again this season with its 
members and friends but with a hybrid format, 
still delivering thought provoking presentations 
whether virtually or in person.  

The 2021-2022 season, which kicks off on Fri-
day, October 1, will deliver its initial presentation 
via a live webinar format, to be viewed directly 
in your home. Depending on the pandemic, we 
may or may not continue to present online for 
the remaining speakers.  

But first a little history: FFCC was founded in 
1986 by Father John Cusick, and today he con-
tinues his service as Club Chaplain. Joseph 
Cardinal Bernardin was FFCC’s first speaker. 

Our members and friends of First Friday receive 
all communications via e-blasts which contain 
information on and links to our speakers, along 
with information and links on how one can do-
nate to First Friday. Because of the uncertainty 
surrounding Covid-19, we will present a hybrid 
format this season, which means some presen-
tations will be delivered via live webinar or pos-
sibly at the Union League Club. Please watch 
your weekly e-blasts for changes in format and 
location.   

For more information on First Friday, go to 
FFCC’s website at firstfridayclubchicago.org to 
view the latest Annual Report, a current list of 
Board members, contact information, and all 
Podcast links.  

You can also stay connected with FFCC on 
Facebook. FFCC’s Facebook account has pho-
tos, announcements, quotes from luncheon 
speakers, links, and comments. Go to face-
book.com/FirstFridayClubChicago to view and 
post your own comments. 

Last but not least, please consider becoming 
a member of First Friday Club. We run on a 
tight budget and rely heavily on memberships/
donations to help pay for our rising adminis-
trative and webinar costs along with luncheon 
fees (when we go back to the Union League 
Club). 

To help cover our expenses, we simplified and 
changed the MEMBERSHIP NAMES & DO-
NATION LEVELS to the fol lowing: 
BRONZE, SILVER, GOLD, and PLATINUM.  
Each membership level includes at least one 
discounted luncheon.  

A Donation can also be made where you 
CHOOSE THE AMOUNT, with the option to 
have it made in honor or memory of some-
one.   
To learn more about memberships and how to 
donate, go to the FFCC website at firstfriday-
clubchicago.org/become-a-member and click 
on Membership, then click on Become a 
Member/Make a Donation. Follow the 
prompts to complete payment online.  

Through the support of individuals like you, 
the club will continue to thrive. 

https://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/become-a-member
https://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/become-a-member
https://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org
http://www.facebook.com/FirstFridayClubChicago
http://www.facebook.com/FirstFridayClubChicago
https://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org
http://www.facebook.com/FirstFridayClubChicago
http://www.facebook.com/FirstFridayClubChicago
https://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/become-a-member
https://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/become-a-member


 

		Membership List I 2021-2022*
PLATINUM 
Donation of $1000 or more 
Catherine Brokenshire 
Nancy Gillis 

GOLD 
Donation of $250 - $999 
Anonymous  
Thomas & Carole Ahern 
Rose Ann & Ned Anschuetz 
Rich & Marianne Beddome 
The Honorable Anne M. Burke 
Jean Carey 
Mary Jo Duffy 
Madelyn & Thomas Gawne 
Mary Jo Graf 
Judy Josephs 
Ernest Kaminski 
Patricia Kremin 
Michael & Catherine 
O'Connell-Cahill 
Judith Hamilton-Godfrey 
Bill Raleigh, RIP* 
Roseanne Rosenthal 
John E. Scully 
Lawrence Spieth 
Susan Stelter 
Terrill L. Stumpf 
Michael Thompson 
John Weiss 

SILVER 
Donation of $150 - $249 
Marcia Banas Welcome 
Anthony & Kathleen Barrett 
Jeanne Casey 
John Conway 
Barbara Coy 
Joanne Driscoll 
Pamela Duke 
Jay Franke 
Judith Graf 
Nancy Kreminski 

Judith & Robert MacNamara  
Margaret McLaren 
Reverend William Moriarity 
Ed Mueller 
Ann Murphy  
Barbara Norrish 
Mary Novotny 
Kathy & Norm Pater 
Kathleen Perry 
Mary T. Schneider 
Ellen Shannon 
Anne & Jack Shea 
James Stoik 
Denise Szabla 
Dee Tevonian 
Lawton Warzala 
Thomas Whalen 

BRONZE 
Donation of $75 - $149 
Mary Lynn Abhalter 
Patricia Ahern 
Eva Bernacki 
Jacqueline Brennan 
Ken Brucks 
Marilyn Cahill 
Joe & Susan Coughlin 
Daniel J. Creed 
AnnJoyce Crement 
Rick Danaher 
Mike Dessimoz 
Barbara Dolan 
Jerry Duffy 
Anne Durkin 
Eileen Durkin 
Lenore Elsener 
Michael Fodor 
Theodore Foss 
Kathy M. Gaber 
Kathleen Giamalva 
Joan M. Giardina 
Linda & Jim Glasgow 
Therese Glatzhofer 
Mary Ellen Guest 

Mary Pat Hamilton  
John Jenkins 
Susan Johnson 
Chad Kalecki 
Mary Kelley 
Lucy Lubinsky 
Eileen Lyons 
Patricia Marfise-Patt 
Peggy McCarthy 
Alyce Miller 
Julie Montague 
Judy Murphy 
Mary Ellen O'Donnell 
Reverend William J. O'Shea 
Sheila Peters 
Joan Powers 
Sarah Russell 
Mary D. Shaughnessy 
Thomas Stokes 
James Sullivan 
Madelyn Townsley 
Judith Watt 
John R. Yast 

FRIENDS 
Donation of $49 or under 
Judith Aiello 
Virginia Benen 
Geraldine Brown 
John & Elizabeth Bush 
Rev. Nelson J. Callahan, RIP* 
Joan Gazdic 
Pat Kennedy 
Ann Krilcich 
Tom Mannard 
Michael & Marcia Schumacher 
Patricia Slawniak 
Cathy & Ralph Sorice 
Kay Thurn 
Elizabeth Wersells 

*Donations as of 9/27/2021 
*Donation(s) made In Memory of 



 

		Membership I 2021-2022

Platinum: $1000+ 
Gold: $250 
Silver: $150 
Bronze: $75 
You Choose Amount:  
Can be made in honor or  
memory of someone 

Thank You! 
The First Friday Club of Chicago I 2021-2022 Season 

GO TO: 

www.firstfriday-
clubchicago.org/be-
come-a-member 

Choose Your Level of  
Support, Pay by Credit Card 

SEND CHECK TO: 

First Friday Club of 
Chicago 
711 W. Monroe 3rd floor 
Chicago, IL 60661 

Payable To: First Friday Club 
of Chicago

PAY ONLINE PAY BY MAIL

Choose Your Level of Support & Join Today
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

http://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/become-a-member
http://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/become-a-member
http://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/become-a-member
http://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/become-a-member
http://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/become-a-member
http://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org/become-a-member


 

		First Friday Speakers I 2021-2022 Season*

 The 36th Hybrid Season of Great Speakers

* Speakers for January - May, 2022 TBA 
312-466-9610  l  ffcc@firstfridayclubchicago.org  l  www.firstfridayclubchicago.org

Dr. Ngozi Ezike  
Director of Illinois  
Department of Public 
Health

October 1, 2021

Barbara Mahany  
Journalist, Essayist & 
Collector of Stories 

December 3, 2021

Shaka Rawls &  
Heidi Stevens 

Leo High School  
Principal & Chicago  
Tribune Columnist 
November 5, 2021 

mailto:ffcc@firstfridayclubchicago.org
mailto:ffcc@firstfridayclubchicago.org


First Friday Club 
of Chicago

Mark your Calendar & Join Us  
for the 2021-2022 Season
Every First Friday of the Month,  

October through May

312-466-9610  l  ffcc@firstfridayclubchicago.org  l  www.firstfridayclubchicago.org

Speaker Luncheon Dates 
2021-2022

October 1
2021

November 5
2021

December 3
2021

January 7
2022

February 4
2022

March 4
2022

April 1
2022

May 6
2022

mailto:ffcc@firstfridayclubchicago.org
http://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org
mailto:ffcc@firstfridayclubchicago.org
http://www.firstfridayclubchicago.org



	A Hybrid Season of Great Speakers

